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Countdown to eviction 


ON THE MARCH TO 



■ Meeting point - protesters gather at Wickford rail station to protest at the impending Dale Farm eviction 


Picture: PAUL WATSON 


Why move 
next door is 

not answer 


rHE travellers’ 11th hour offer 
;o move off Dale Farm was 
;imply not workable, accord- 
n g to Basildon’s council 
eader, Tony Ball. 

Site representatives said the 
‘peaceful and sensible solution” 
vas for them to go to the 37 
rnpty legal pitches next door to 
heir camp, near Billericay. 

Travellers said they were also 
»repared to then clear Dale Farm 
hemselves. i t 

However, Mr Ball said the pro- 
osed solution did not work as 
iere was simply not enough 
Dom for all the 86 families next 

He urged some of them to 
ove there and said the re 
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could go to eight designated plots 
in Liverpool, or take up offers of 
council housing. 

If not, then the eviction would 
go ahead as planned next 
Monday. 

Patrick Egan, a spokesman for 
the site, said: “I offered a peaceful 
solution that would have saved 
over £18million. He said no. 

“That only goes to prove that 
this is not a green belt issue, but 
a racist issue. £l8million to make 
sick and elderly homeless, over 
100 children taken out school, 
how can this be justified especial- 
ly as I offered a peaceful and sen- 
sible solution?” 



Council leader 
sad to see 


I Protest - Richard Howitt MEP with traveller children BA49085__i2 


According to the council, it 
cannot realistically hold off the 
eviction, as if there were prob- 
lems or delays with the travellers 
offer, it would take months to 
reorganise and probably not hap- 
pen until next year. 

It also said an expansion of 
plots at Oak Lane would have to 
go before the planning commit- 
tee and there was no time left for 
that to happen. 

Mr Ball said: “We are continu- 
ing to urge the travellers to leave 
peacefully and move onto any 
legal pitches. This would include 
Oak Lane, where a number of 
plots appear to be vacant. 

“What we cannot do is expand 
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capacity of Oak Lane, as has 
been suggested. 

“That would fly in the face of 
every established guideline for 
how big a traveller site should be 
and it would also be against the 
law. 

“If Mr Egan is interested in a 
peaceful solution, he will look at 
what legal sites are available to 
the residents of Dale Farm - both 
in and beyond Basildon.” 

However, if all the travellers 
did move on the legal site, the 
council is unlikely to remove any 
in breach of restrictions quickly. 
It would have to serve enforce- 
ment orders, which could be 
appealed. 


protest march 

BASILDON council leader Tony Bali 
was in Wickford High Street, with fel 
low councillor and former leadei 
Malcolm Buckley as the march passed 
through. 

He said police advised them to keep a 
safe distance, but he wanted to be on 
hand to reassure residents and traders. 

He said: “There was great anxiety and 
concern in Wickford. 

“The town was quieter because of the 
march, there were less market stalls 
and less cars in car parks. Businesses 
said their trade was down and people 
had avoided Wickford.” 

Mr Ball said the one of his overriding 
feelings from the day was sadness. 

He said: “it saddened me to see police 

whil°w e w Ck / Dd riot vans ’ that’s not 
what Wickford is about.” 

eCted t? aveIlers ’ claims that the 
eviction was a form of racism. 

grouu a ^hn : K this was an >one, or any 
develop COm “ ltted a criminal act by 

*" he ““ntry with the overwW*®' 
st?on“ S C e. SUpporting ,hl ' C0 “ 
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MORE than 150 people, from 
far and wide, marched in sup- 
port of Dale Farm travellers 
and brought Wickford to a 
standstill. 

Travellers, and their support- 
ers. peacefully trekked from the 
town’s train station to Dale 
Farm, at Crays Hill, near 
Billericay, to protest against the 
£18million eviction, which 
could start next Monday. 

Although the march' showed 
the travellers have support, it 
was not backed by the antici- 
pated 700 people, and it had 
more of a carnival atmosphere 
than a protest. 

The travelling community 
was largely represented by 
women and children who held 
banners aloft, which read: “I 
was born in Basildon - don’t cut 
me out” and “shame on you” 
above a picture of Basildon 
Council leader Tony Ball 

Children also emotively 
chanted “save our home ". 

The protest, overlooked by 
police on horseback, left the 
tram station at about 1.30pm on 
Saturday and soon stopped out- 
side the Willows Centre in the 
High Street where one of the 
Dale Farm travellers was filmed 
by camera crews saying a 
prayer. 

The procession turned into 

Residents 
support the 
eviction 

RESIDENTS all along the march 
route came out of their homes - 
and the vast majority said it was 
time to say goodbye to Dale 
Farm. 

A lady in her 60s, who lives in 
London Road, said: “I think 
they should go. 

“They have not got planning 
permission and have broken the 
rules. 

“If they stayed, it would be 
one rule for them and one rule 
for everyone else. If I wanted a 
simple extension, I’d need per- 
mission” 

Another London Road resi- 
dent, a 43-year-old man, said: 
“The quicker they are moved on, 
the better. It shouldn’t have 
been allowed to go on this long, 
but it’s good that the council is 
standing firm.” 


By RYAN MCCARTHY 
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Market Road and then onto 
Irvon Hill Road before making 
lts way along London Road. 

The soundtrack to the march 
was provided by London-based 
demonstration band Rhythms 
of Resistance. 

One of its drummers seemed 
reluctant to talk about Dale 
Farm, but said the eviction was 
discrimination. 

Supporters of Dale Farm had 
come from London, Oxford, 
Brighton, all over Essex, and 
even Belgium and Sweden. 

Most of the protestors were 
part of campaign groups who 
had travelled to show support, 
with groups represented 
including the Socialist Workers 
Party, No Sweat, Amnesty 
International, Unite Against 
Facism, No-one is Illegal, 

Public and Commercial 

Services Union and South 
Essex Region of the Trade 
Union Congress. 

Richard Sheridan, chairman 
of the Gypsy Council, dis- 
missed the notion that groups 
were jumping on the bandwag- 
on. 

He said: “I’m glad to see peo- 
ple here from all over the coun- 
try and all over the world.” 


I Leave us alone - travellers and supporters march in Wickford Pictures: MAXINE CLARKE bm9085_os 


Gratton Puxon, secretary of 

the Dale Farm Housing’ 

Association, said: “The broad 
support is good and this is not 
just about travellers, it is about 
people in general being made 
homeless, it’s a wider issue.” 

Mr Puxon said there was a 
wave of support for the trav- 
ellers’ plight and he claimed 
Basildon Council had received 
14,000 emails in August in sup- 
port of Dale Farm. 


■ LtJi ua oioy 

A resident in Gardiners Lane 
North, a man, 60, said: “There’s 
no going back now and it’s just a 
matter of time which, on the 
whole, I think most people are 
thankful for.” 

A couple who lived 




100 empty homes in traveller town 


Gardiners Lane North had a lit- 
tle bit more sympathy for the 
travellers. 

The woman, 30, said: “I think 
if they paid council tax, there 
would be a much better feeling 
towards them.” 


Following 

pages 


life doesn't 
have to be a 
pain in the 
backside... 

We can help you with 

• Back Pain 

• Trapped Nerve 
•Acupuncture Therapy 

„ „ Southend Clinic Only 

• Sciatica 

• Neck Pain 

• Headaches 
•Arthritic Pain 


for 9 fMn. 


Basildon 

1 Riverview Centre 
(Behind The 8*r««J 

Tel: 01268 S r 4 

w ww.basildonchi 


Southend Clinic 

58 East Street SS2 6LH 
Tel: 01702 616500 

www.chiropractic.me.uk 


www.cmropractic.me.uit www.oesnuon 

Spinal Care Cli 
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SAVE DALE 

Groups opposed to 
forced eviction walk 
through Wickford 


FARM 
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MORE than 100 houses stand 
empty and locked up. Some are 
mansion sized, others stuffed 
full of valuable antiques. 

Welcome to Rathkeale - aka 
traveller town - Ireland’s spiritual 
home of the 86 families facing 
eviction next week from Dale 
Farm, Crays Hill, near Billericay. 

The _ empty Romes are ow ned by 
travellers, who spend most of the 
year at Dale Farm, other camps 
across the UK. in Europe and eve 
further a field. 

While the debate over claimed 
shortages of traveller sites in 
Basildon and other parts of the 
country reaches a head at Dale 
Farm, the Rathkeale houses stand 
empty, shuttered off with metal 
grilles. They could easily house 
many families. 

The majority are owned by the 
Sheridan clan - an extended com- 
munity of Irish travellers, made 
up of about 12 family names, who 
traditionally trade in antiques, 
furniture and road surfacing. 

Some members of the group 
have reportedly amassed assets 
worth hundreds of thousands 
pounds, and in some cases it rims 
into millions of pounds. 

These include Simon “Sammy 
Buckshot” Quilligan, who has an 
estimated fortune of 24 million 
euros, according to Irish investiga- 
tor Eamon Dillon, who devoted 
three chapters of his book, the 
Outsiders: Exposing the Secretive 
World of the Irish Traveller, to 
families from Rathkeale. 

Many of these names are the 
same surnames - Sheridan, Quilli- 
gan, Flynn, Gammell - which 
appear on planning applications 
for the Dale Farm site in 2001. 

Passing through Roches Road, 
one of the main traveller areas in 
Rathkeale, two large boarded-up 
mansions stand out on the left and 

Metal grilles on 
window^ are 
pervasive 
throughout traM^\ er . 
owned homes 


Pony and trap a man a two children take a ride through Rathkeale, County Limerick, in the Irish Republic 


I Stay out - one of the many boarded up properties 


right. Further along is a jaw-drop- 
ping number of empty houses, 
broken up by occasional caravans 
and 4x4s. 

Nearby Fairhill, an entire estate 
made up of empty houses, is vir- 
tually a ghost town. A small num- 
ber had vehicles parked outside, 
some with UK plates, meaning 
they are registered at an English 
address. 

Travellers have been buying 
houses in Rathkeale since the 
1960s. The population of 1,500 is 
around 50 per cent traveller. 

Most are homeowners, but 
around 50 families also have coun- 
cil homes. 

The town has far more boarded- 
up properties than any sink 
estate, but these are substantial 
properties with pillars and large 
metal entrance gates. 

However, the grilles across 
doors and windows require plan- 
ning permission in the Republic of 
Ireland. Limerick County Council 
has ordered the owners of some 
houses to improve them or bring 
them back in to use. It is currently 


dealing with 17 separate cases. A 
spokeswoman said: “There is a 
significant problem with derelict 
property in Rathkeale and the 
council has targeted this area. 

“The legal processes involved 
can take a considerable length of 
time, particularly where proper- 
ties have exchanged hands and 
not been registered. 

“Metal grilles on windows are 
pervasive throughout traveller- 
owned homes. 

“As the majority of owners of 
these homes are away overseas for 
many months each year, it was a 
major administrative task to try 
to serve notices.” 

So where are they all? Views dif- 
fer. 

One elderly male traveller told 
the Echo: “Most of these places 
will be owned by those at Crays 
Hill.” 

He even suggested where one 
prominent traveller from Crays 
Hill had a house, but although the 
name matched, this was uncon- 
firmed. 

In Roches Road, a traveller 


Grand home - a palatial property in Lower Main Street, Rathkeale 


They buy up a 
place and the 
owner next door 
moves out. That is 
how they have taken 
over 

woman, disagreed. She said- 
Those people in Essex don’t own 

fl r Xn/rh ere ° r they "didn't 
fighting their council to stav. 

“So what if they have relatives 
over here?” lveb 

I observed a number of busi- 

hnUnf W t re £ l0Sed in Hi S h str eet 
half of which are traveller-owned 
including the Black Lion puh ’ 
Planning application notices in 
familiar names are posted £ 

empty building windows. 

Patrick and Thomas Culliean 
have bought the derelict former 
Molly B s pub. There » 
pI ?? s ‘o turn it into more housk£ 
Nearby are two squares Wh 
surrounded by impressive ’ 
gian-style houses built by^the 


wealthiest travellers. They appea 
fui b a °“0Pied and one was agar 
filled with antiques with a mobil 

for those wantin 
Settled non-traveller local 

“ua d t[ 0 e m Ctant ‘° SP6ak abou 
When asked what effect thi 
on 8 theT^ r ° f empty homes ha: 

aTcS£^and corned 
Estet e m a o 

^reports about the e^icHon™ 

into homes, and llaw^ 868 
empty. waving them 

be identified e s£d- “Tha V° Ul<1 not 

have so much mnn J* 16 trave hers 
they will buv upthe e Y entua hy 
“They buy Sn«wS letown - 
a nd the owner next H her place 

r next d oor sells up 


k A week today the 
7 £18million eviction of 
travellers from a huge 
illegal camp, near Billericay, is 
scheduled to start. 

We reported on Friday how 
some of the families at the 
Dale Farm site could return to 
legitimate properties in their 
heartland - the town of 
Rathkeale, in the Republic of 
Ireland. 


Today, in the second part of a 
special investigation, more 
links can be revealed between 
the sprawling site and the Irish 
Republic town. 
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in traveller town 


I Elaborate tomb - the burial plot of Dan “Shippy” Sheridan, from Crays Hill, in Rathkeale 


that is how they have taken 
over. Those properties in the 
square would be worth about 
500,000 euros alone.” 

The stature of these proper- 
ties on the square gives an 
impression the occupiers 
could be the landed gentry of 
the town. 

In Lower Main Street, there 
was a deserted property which 
could only be described as 
palatial. 

The large house with grilles 
sat in its own private walled 
courtyard. 

Since the 1960s the travellers 
have spread out from Roches 
Road and the Fairhill estate 
into other streets. 

Those people in 
Essex don’t own 
property here or 
they wouldn’t be 
fighting their 
council to stay 


Most of Abbey Court, Abbey- 
lands, Boherbouy, some other 
smaller roads, and all of Bally- 
william have been snapped up 
since the 1980s. 

Even towards the edge of the 
town the large traveller prop- 
erties with bolted gates, win- 
dows behind grilles and 
unkempt gardens were unmis- 
takable. 

Near Rathkeale Cemetery, 
accessed from Roches Road, 
was the most surprising aban- 
doned home. 

Hidden by walls was a com- 
pound, containing a house, 
grounds and even an over- 
grown swimming pool. 

Although homes were 
empty, the number of trav- 
ellers in Rathkeale still stood 
out. By early evening most 


people, the High Street were 
travellers. I saw at least 12 
travellers driving English reg- 
istered vehicles. 

One man, in his fifties, 
parked and walked into a size- 
able property, in the High 
Street, which was being rede- 
veloped. 

There were Transit-type 
vans flying through Main 
Street and a man with children 
enjoying a pony and trap ride. 

Will the real truth about the 
ties between empty homes in 
Rathkeale and the sprawling 
Crays Hill site ever be unrav- 
elled? Who knows. 

But if significant numbers 
at Crays Hill do own homes 
there, it appears they are not 
intending to go back after the 
forthcoming eviction. 


WATCH THE 

VIDEO 
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Lived in Oak Lane, 
buried in Rathkeale 


np A J/ ,KEA /L E *u Cmetery has a clear con- 
nection with those who have lived, and 
died, in south Essex. 

Elaborate headstones, bearing the 
names of Quilligan, Sheridan, O’Brien 
Gammell and Flynn, are reportedly 
worth between £25,000 and £100,000. 

Of the 50-plus gravestones dedicated 
to the clan, the Echo confirmed at least 
ten of these had been at the Crays Hill 
site at some stage. 

Their photographs, often displayed 
on headstones, were recognised by vil- 
lagers in Crays Hill, including former 
staff of the local store. 

One corner appears dedicated to the 
Crays Hill site with a headstone bear- 
ing specific addresses in Oak Lane, 
such as James Sheridan, 46, of Denys 
View, Oak Lane, who died in 2005. 

Danny Sheridan, 78, from Shalimar 
Bungalow, Oak Lane, was buried at 
Rathkeale in 2004. 

Other plots also include John, 44, and 
Kathleen McCarthy, 41 , who died in a 
mobile home blaze at Dale Farm in May 

2005 and a large memorial for Oan 

“Shippy” Sheridan, 64, who died at the 


DANNY BOY 
SHERIDAN 

DIED ls( MAY 2004 
AGED: 76 YEARS 
•THE SHAIIMAR BC'NGAIOIV 

oak lane, engi avd 


■ Essex link - the inscription identifies 
a former Dale Farm inhabitant 

Dale Farm illegal site in the same year. 

More recent was John Flynn buried 
m October last year. His memorial is a 
floral tribute and no permanent head- 
stone has been created yet. 

His wife Mary Flynn, 72, was told on 
Thursday last week she will still be 
evicted by Basildon Council, despite 
relying on an electric-powered nebulis- 
er to help her breath. 

Dan Gammell, whose floral grave was 
next to Mr Flynn V. was also recognised 
shop assistant who worked at a local 
store in Crays Hill . 


91 OPEN DAY at our 

NEW BASILDON BRANCH 

FRIDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER FROM 9AM 


sps ienviro wall are pleased to 
announce the opening of their new 
BASILDON BRANCH in Bsex. The new 
branch will have a vast array of 
products in stock ready to take away 
that day, and will offer the widest range 
of render products in the South East. 

So come join us on 30TH SEPTEMBER. 
There will be live product 
demonstrations, free bacon rolls & 
doughnuts and a chance to WIN a 
fourball on the 2010 Ryder Cup 
course at the Celtic Manor. 


sps envrowal, the only speciafct render 
merchant tor the region ottering a ful 
range ot decorative renders and 
external wall insulation. 

Ecotend, sps envirowaB's high 
quality Monocouche render. 

■One-Coat 
■Through Coloured 

■Made using 
Recycled Glass 

■Water Repellent 

■Vapour Permeable 
Breathable Render 

■ Fast & Easy Application 

■Suitable for Hand or 
Machine Application 




sps envirowal! I Unit 9 1 Repton Close 

Burnt Mills Industrial Estate I Basildon I Bsex I SS131U 

1 : 07584 5B3 655 I E : basildon@spsenvkowaB.co.uk 
W : www.spsenvirowall.co.uk 
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